REMARKS 


Applicants have amended claim 1 to remove the portion of the claim requiring "without 
further etching". Applicants believe the claims as pending are supported by the specification at, 
for example, page 5, lines 2-7 and page 7, lines 10-12. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully requests a Notice 
of Allowance. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would advance the prosecution 
of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the below-listed 
telephone number. 


Respectfiilly submitted. 
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Alexander S. Gybin and Toshifumi Komatsi}, 


PATENT TRADEMARK OFHCE 


By their Attorneys, 


MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 


Date: 


August 22. 2005 
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